
“Meaningful Use” Criteria Released
The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has issued two sets of federal regulations that further define “meaningful use” 
and the initial set of standards, implementation specifications, and certification criteria for EHR technology. 

•	� The first set of regulations is a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) that lists the “meaningful use” criteria that healthcare 
providers must meet to qualify for federal IT subsidies based on how they use their electronic health records. See the link for the 
full filing (556 pages) http://www.federalregister.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2009-31217_PI.pdf 

•	� The second document is an Interim Final Rule (IFR) to establish the Initial Set of Standards, Implementation 
Specifications and Certification Criteria for EHR Technology. This lays out the standards and certification criteria 
that those EHRs must meet for their users to collect the money. See the link for the full filing (136 pages) 
 http://www.federalregister.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2009-31216_PI.pdf 

The meaningful use regulations are proposed regulations subject to a 60-day public comment period after which HHS will issue 
final regulations. The EHR certification regulations are interim final regulations that take effect in 30 days with a 60-day public com-
ment period. HHS said final regulations will be published in 2010.

Public commentary may be submitted at http://www.regulations.gov/search/Regs/home.html#home

Not Sure Where You Are on the Road to Meaningful Use? 

CareTech Solutions can help you get there – right where you need to be. We have an extensive portfolio of services to address 
your immediate and long term goals:

•	 IT Assessments

•	 CPOE Readiness Assessments

•	 Disaster Recovery

•	 Data Center Services

•	 Service Desk

•	 Network Operating Center

•	 Web Products & Services

With over 10 years of dedication and experience focused exclusively on healthcare IT, CareTech’s skilled staff, solid processes and 
world-class technology can help you effectively use IT to achieve ARRA goals. We do “Whatever IT Takes” to deliver the highest 
quality solutions, and our 2008 & 2009 Best in KLAS rating for Extensive IT Outsourcing is proof positive.

For more information, please contact: Diane Kleehammer, Vice President, IT Services Sales and Business Development, at 248-823-0203.
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